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Indie music culture at the Hongdae area

and cultural studies

Approaching the “Hongdae scene” and club culture through participant
observation and interviews

Kee-Hyeung Lee

This study explores “indie music culture” at the Hongdae area in Seoul
through qualitative methods, especially participant observation,
interviews, and ethnographic imagination. The purpose of this study is
threefold: first, it examines the nature and shape of indie culture and the
club scene that has emerged around the Hondae area; second, this study
self-reflexively attempt to portray the procedural details of this research
and describe lived experiences of a researcher that are gained in taking
this type of qualitative research; third, this study critically examines and
rethinks the much influential “Birmingham frameworks” as well as their
usefulness and limits in South Korean context. In doing so, this research
aims to present local cultural studies practitioners a detailed case study
and methodological reference points for future studies.
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