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It's Not About Winning
Saociality and Behavioral Patterns of Parent-Child Co-Play and a Competitive Game

Shin-kyu Kang*

(Research Fellow, Korea Broadcasting Advertising Corp.)

This article emphasizes that the co-playing of parents-children is distinct from that of other social
group members, and strives to clarify why it begins, what structure it takes, and how it is accepted by
parents-children. In order to achieve this objective, this study points out that current discourses are
inadequate or restricted when it comes to examining the dynamics of parent-child game play.
Therefore, a novel analytical framework that focuses on social play and agency was proposed.
Additionally, interviews with five sets of parent-child players were conducted. Employing interviews as
the primary study methodology and striving for contextual investigation, this study endeavors to
examine both the internal and external aspects of parent-child game play simultaneously. The study
incorporates concepts developed by different scholars and explore similar issues offered in other
sources to conduct a more comprehensive analysis. This study explores different facets of parent-child
gameplay, investigating the ways in which parents and children engage in the game world together,
how the act of playing influences their relationship, how it differs from playing alone or with other
members of social groups, and how parents and children perceive and embrace each other as players.
Finally, based on the previous processes, the meaning of parent-child game play is comprehensively
discussed. The primary discoveries are as follows. First, parents and children, who share a deep bond
outside of the game, temporarily detach from their current connection while engaging in the game
together and establish a fresh relationship. As various forms of communication take place intricately
during the process, the two entities establish a relationship characterized by fluid movement between
the inside and external boundaries of the magic circle. The game play occurs within a social
framework that assigns new meanings to acts, and this framework alters the significance of actions
within the game. Second, plays that focus on accomplishments are frequently enacted by parents and
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their children. However, the appearance of the element may vary depending on whether the
competition is structured as a system or between individuals. In the case of parent-child players, rivalry
or cooperation with other players serves as a mechanism to achieve victory in the system. The family
community structure plays a role in intervening in play to some extent. In the latter scenario, achieving
victory over an adversary is a fundamental objective, thereby significantly reducing the effectiveness or
potentially rendering ineffective the family community system. Cooperative play is more commonly
observed in parent-child interactions than achievement-oriented play. The parent-child play enables
participants to establish their own objectives independently of competing with one another,
obligatory objectives, and introduces adaptability to the existing gameplay. By engaging in cooperative
play, parents and children assume increasingly prominent roles. Most importantly, parent-child play
fosters an environment that facilitates the occurrence of ambitious play. In scenarios involving
numerous parents and children, the primary objective of play is the act of playing itself. The goals and
outcomes designated by the system lose their significance, and the emphasis shifts towards goals that
may have been trivial initially.

Keywords: Co-playing of Parents-children, Social Play, Metagame, Agency, Striving Play
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F9 9] 715 Shech, 58] AR SRl U el ofe] faEe] JGe P
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S A9 ol & gl A ol Aol (WelME) BEas eSS
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(Ash, el 5)S $1 Sl 4FE Eelol9] elsoltt. e shks iR (struggle) & Bt
B7) &) SIS F68ks B5E Zeol(striving play) th 58 ZojoMs Bl =
#o] o5t} AHE Ztloloirt o]717] f18) Svlloldhhd, EF4 Sdlelole 1R E %ﬂdl
el drlH o SElol| el PilS zhett B GAfek ok €S Slel, 1L i E
WolEQIth= Alolt), &7 25 918l J355 Aetal dy|evhs HollM 579 Eelole &
3 A 2 7S = AR Eelolk R ErH Nguyen, 2020/2022).
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Zofo)7} hs sl o] 2941 imele] allole), B Felo] e B
& Z9I04718 WSV INA AR FH FRFARICHORES, 2023),

4
o= Y sl 91 BES HEA2 AN WolEA, Tefof BEE F
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o] 0= o] g= Aol 7] ukFelch. SR TEWALE Agle] ik 7] 1Mo 1
A % BES AGEA AT 5 glofok Bk Rle] AE A Z) Zol] wholct
(Neuyen, 2020/2021). Uel7} el 2914 o] 7Fsai7lel 4714 a9he QA4 2

SI7te] B EL VA0 R 5 QA ek, ol A s ool Hrk ThA] e,
A2 ohAE AR olemAe] Aglo] SYETHoER, 2029).
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L S AskE wge 2 dleRA 0] AlQlE Felolahs do
AES AFshe A91e] FHomA dkzo] FrHAHE,
2023). st A]Z%%, Sl &ElE, oIt MARE 71EsH dllrhd, A S-S
7153}, x| avdo] SRjell Al AohhA] 5k 4k Aol B, Al FelololR slodw
SRR sk Sls e A9 F2ls A RsHAl aletHNguyen, 2020/2022).
SF40] o= Alde] SRt dAe] TAle of YA vhEX], Feloloe off T1Ela
Tk I8l Aldel ofal=A, Alde] ofE A YePdzt el Wil Seoo|= sjod Y9PdS
Z3I3IA sh=Alell tist F5-e ©AME AlEsicl, ol ® s Al trlelue] ieliA Al
A7} FeolE nlkit) &2 viRjelu] Yol A/ EelolE vlekhe Zlo] 1 AAE A
LRE e op}. vt o] gt Yollx] All trtel7t 54 Fello] S f=db7] 9
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2] vekde] el Eeelofel ] HuAar, Feleloje] FelE Fel At b,
2019).8) The cllegme] SA/A/AHdAp T gAES B =a v
glolofz elEel] A3 Hofa) 2S v ] dxshs Al Al M. %Toﬂ Aoz g
HAleN7E 57 A BIAES BEE 5 Ak s ks

o= AR} BEsE Feflolef whi ol A7k 4§l AYS AU@E}. e el
SfeldRt AR MAES =l 9lo] S olopr|alA] tans BIRE, TE]al tAjeld
ol gk olop/|= 2413 & = ik, Eefo/e] AkE m1EAe of Yol W}OW} of%s}
A B2 AS DA Zellolole] et AR el tieh el A asht. o| ol
HAfee] Afar il misolIn Tz} whgete: Bgidel Aleks gitsi 8
e Zohiis A AfEA] wae] & 5 Aok FoRl RS el A AHIE ks
Eelol/olEe, Aol Tl 9IS AL i S ol A9 ARE bl TR Ale.
WS 7Fs dE Aok (HEIE, 2023).

ol EAHSN =2l E gl o] 2ol FHsla} shs F 8 S, T2a 1 A

T WA ORI melas Ak AR ERolE Rt molaE AR el ol HE-
Zpde] Eeolst, Eelolol=A Fu-ZhAE ke vl =8 5 olrk WIS THOR
& =o5 yAel - HIAE - FRjolole] ARE oURs W9 ¥
Ftlole] 7], 5354, Avke =ela, 53] R
F2le] ot 71 ofulg vk YA o 2HT 4 A o
& sk Z749] gavgo] Asmebold] @al SEe EElth 7R, FEAR7L 7ﬂ°1
BAES 5o HAoldr} 71getal 7 Ak FaE woksel 3 oAl v Eele]
(B)e] Fele], el v 2 oA MEH(FERIR)) Soll 26 e 2go] wrt. Beide] A1)
7 Felolete] wAE ehds] wt olepld 4 glis Ao] oh7] whizelt,

SHAIRE (Z171e] @S ARjstart) et ARk, T2la g-9ele) /pgES Al &
glo] AnkE =efepy] 13 Ao, FEARAe] Eelols Arely] f1e] aiokd o] o,
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o) ] Felolol gk aje] Mg melSS T ofle), Al Aniele) A5

Zelo], el S-pelle] A =ole B S A= o e Aol

(interview)<] g 81 3214 (formal
BT, B4 QIERE Sue A o st BRS o] Sja) 2450
2 GRATAE 2= ERE Teht) tiEo] o] & WAl (semi-structured)” VBT
WAle AEEic) QIERE 919k e FAske Fis nheo] SHAlAl Aol tiE '
EY], Aol SHAt w Foll wheh F=hlE Ul €19 ol tisiM e ARAXs Al oW
A RJIEIE Hol7kes: gt

nlg] SEAeE ATk oslal, sRprto]d27HAE-19(COVID-19, o8t 5= H9)

Sl uhe ARl AR, SUAES] AFAY Sat e YRS elsl, 20l ¢l
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ZF 1784 1:22 RS ket AARE 502elA BAE 80 k=] Akte] QIEH
28500t B el ot Al E | AR T Al 7HAEE 3, e W= AR &
OE P F m3l-5Ea) B4 28t A, 7IEHoRE APIARE 285k eske
SEAE L3 Aol el APAAES F8l B AR A Ayl e S j‘?r

o AR, WA E AEEAY 2 il sl SEAbE HES - s Ule-S thAl A}
Akl gt 5 IERE WoVME}w Ao olzhomx, St s ofsgk 4
Efoll A QIETRE Ak o= Al et wlA, BN ido] QB[RS FhA] 41 2lo] gt
Aut aRkslar A4S o AAE %A & A0S Wit
2023 249 139 (2)5H 39 3L(H)7H A Adshe 58] FE-2hd, F 108<
QJEIFCE. tldAge S18l 72t A IES|A AR| 2] Flo|2~E(Facebook) 2} ESJE]
(Twitter) oA QTEM SEAE FR3R= WAE Hrk 6749 SEAHRE) 7k 5S¢
B SRR AEgc). A7IEomes A, Ha 3 ol Fes] el 2hA7t 3 Al
E:

= 3 Al SA, 3 30 o1l Adde M= AEslivi ARl A, Ayl
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el Aeket WA oR olopr|sy
(Table 1)¥} 2t} (Table 1)ellA
Al A7t AU 2EL o] Al9] Fol] thal] 53 AHS A e thdEe] X3
ek, iAo vpekek 2 vpolel] Hlsl, FRe] A B 40thot). ol TR
oA} Q=g up7f ofm, A ikl A FIE F S ZoR RStk
A QIERTOA QIE o] 7hok & ] dRlzxte i 7], thasr, didol
oh7] whEelt), T8 21 el thdEe] 2AmE ofsohs Wajell drh 7P olop]
dE o AUTA, Auehs AR, g4, 7IEF Aellx] SR8l o AR didoe] drh tlekst
A, QT W80l At Al o] a ARIAQIA], T1e]ar QIElT FollM AlEAl Ak 2
el ofsl Gek 2 vkeE = dEA] Solti(Small & Calarco, 2022/2023). 7151 5o
A ZEAe]H Aot AYl Ak AHUAES £ Y 2 HA| A Alls S
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Table 1. List of the Interviewees
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ZoElQ E20| 2 2Wetx| kg
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Table 2. Interview Content
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o | B ZHOIIE ARk
- (BE) (R RSHDE H) B AISHS TRI0| BEARSALIR? & ORIZIE B ie?
(7} T P20 S 20l Asioi (Hielol Cheh olopls F Blol LiFAe? LiFAci 32
Offe HSO0IAIR? (iR v, Bafol Wi, TR, 51 AI 3P| Al2 AR S
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AR vk h2SI=AE =90k =4, I
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glojel Eefojof A HR-AhA7} oWl ARl wiete] Fol=A|(AE1A), 1elan FE-AR
o7} ofd F35- 5243} A ofFA ofd AIRE P, laL 21 Ipgell A el gl
Faje] Zellolk vehhi=A], 2=uhy ofd A () o] 24t BRer =M 7%1013}
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e wis} ofal ol ofelzl theA, Aole] HaEe: W4jo] ohd B W oz Felolat e
S, Qe o) T3k, ofw Helglom TS Ba) off 1A WA, sl o
URE oloble] 1 WHQM, A2, 715 )2] eloblE sk B glef ofdl e v

1

A o] APERolh BE SRAIAl e AEE SAUE s edgkon, S5kl 914
ot} 7ol SHAl 54 el theh Aie HapAu wiaL, Bt zlo] iy &A| Fict.

R FAEe A8l AR sl e, Al e

P 2
8-S =8l AR ARBHEE: gtk Q18 Aloll= STEE A AR SskAlellA] Yt

MA~E)E ofshan 24 % S T /1090 =M 205 TRIH: A, E-
W), Tl QB R Ao R Aot o, Bt Al B4 Sl Qe

A #2585 AN 0l el YR sk i) A Felolt A
0 o9 ofiAlm 1 THelA] ofdl Slulzh HAIEREAE ek Fxle viek sl el

24, R Eelole] st e Fl ol Ak

4. B/HAE: ABIE B2{olot Aol 74

1) ALI| 20| 2M0| S2-Hd B0
Al o FActet o3 F& ARH AL, RS B el B sfelas ol Q. 34
v 9] Zelol= A4 It £} shak ) sk oy vEAE 928 ARS8
vvje] Afolol tlgk elobl7} otk A4k £ 3k Zlolet sl Alel Feloliz 7 ARl A}
517 A9k, ARH o AR 2] Awlo]s] uhgolw, Vel A1) Selo] 4]
CIE AL BES) U FE Boly] mRFol (2], 2009). SN 71 84l 2k 3
7 oA ARl Felols W A ik, Sizke] A5 el Qe wA AT
o 744 Z1HR) W17} 71Solch Al stk 715e] Felsl 71 9] tgal
A S0 debd] AR, o] ke e A8IE AR Z1Rgeo @A A1 Ale)
HAAA, eln AR o 2 e it 7 99 T B 7)Ruelt & 4
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Sk A9} Belolate] #) ol Al AFe) el Qes) ARield)

_1

=)

HﬂEn

re

)

_

¢

Kl

|

O[7|%| gotz AMo|Riet 57
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wepr] FE-ZRA7E A AIYS ks 22 7180 AWAIE WL E2 A AR
1) A= ARl FolAl B IRt vsol AlYell ot ApA7E FEHTE st

o,

s AR S 1 O SR} 8 e, o o SR A, o

: . ol A%le] 9 Belolsh TN Eol Aefo] SuwALt Qe
@55 Qlh 0 2 U sp B SRk ohe, Al whielAlE 3] 9
0% A Q= (I Bol) el 2ele. it ofe] gl A4 QA
= QRIS S S/} glold o] e ARl el et A Alap,

s} zmb (412 RS HUHE) A 42 oAU UokEeln B RES 298

_{

-

A

9) Rt Adolst g7 Adte] e Sfal ARG Al AR Ao 7k, 217k o] AR AR &
Zpag Altest “x“% “afi Tl A ISR, ok AL FLEAE AT =Ea dar Al #AE Sl
Y7} vhon

3 i
RIEOYICHRIRIEE, 2016/2020). VAT 205k Alzlo] g, 779¢) Ak A1) &
517 W A L}E}L}w ) 7} vl T A Yoo ol g A sk € ¢ 90
(Granovetter, 1973, 1983). SR+ A& 2291 ARUEI} 224 velo] 58 ol AASE ARKE)# ohleh, A
G (58] HIRI= Sl el Tl she ARHE) 2 P Ak ol 830k
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PPz ol Hr-Apie] 917, ek E33k el Qotile) 17k B
Lhrobe, Sk Algial Wi Alglel] o] EAlsRzY, Al o 2 SR Al
o, 7 E9] S U S P Aol FelhAASL. el BNl o]

A Eelrte= ol FefA= A" (B

w-Ade] AQ) Selolr} AL Selolahz Ao fAIEE AL ek AL 3

A oS s, T el (A1 QR ohd=h) AlY uiel M Eelols AgE el AlY
o <k} Wiolx] FRef Ahd= v o w AAE SelofolzA FE-ARds, AlY el
5 2 Ao, AY aigaE ek 7 ARk aRlshs AL el )

£

& AARE 74, Zolel Hsks F, AEEY ARl |E stk Alke
gojgith= 212 (A oRs) HrtelUrt 23t ]"*4 Al-g7bell E017bA, 1 <bellx] 2}
sohe el wet Assh, Aljlo] Algehs 5 onlE AAgke Sk Al o
= b2 Zgelol(B) 7 3 Al & olopr]dl] ol
Fofal Al Alzdlelu the Eolel(E) oAl MY, A
(23 dH(Ho= 4 sk, T3 Fte 1 el 3
(B AwuAlelde]  Hdxom  bgitk= Ao ]E} Salen & Zimmerman,
2003/2011).
56] 5ok Zhq7} 2L o] s AlG) Alglolu tE Sejolol(8) 3 A ) -
ZRA 7F AUl AR TEke vl SR8kt 158 YA 0= Al]lellA izl =3E
DS fl8l Ts et Tear Hap @A gel A vkt Whae] AruAlel S B8l -
2 AR wAAE U ohe) SRR e 114 7 B2 F B AY
& &3l Al BHe T W/\V FAZTaL S5t g o ZRAlIHE wHE 204 ofs
A AE ke A AelAe] viAA]l S sl Al (o - 8ol5) S WMkl
gafsirtar 333t A Eellolshir FE-ARAE sk vl wet, o7ledls Al
of thgk olop7 R ohuje} dde] olopr] 7k 3T 53] AYks iR E5e] A
7h AR 21, AI)E AlRRsHA] 39ko ol o] HAA] ke A BEE thshr) -

A Afole] ol Ak
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AL, Zeolel disl o] efrle]= shar, (Ee] 7] vz (olet
] 710)) FHEElel] 2o] TS 2V = Sfar-- 2Ee] TR Al AL (B-R)

"WebARl/ E S9le18. TRk @ 1 APk sk Al vAMEe] gldeke, 131 A
£ 7lololl Wit olof] afet ielo] % o 2 HrkaL sfok ik (52 - el Sof
9 g B B9 A Ele] £ebke At ugisbl Al o] gl e

A 0] Qe 9 ol oloblE She Az WAME AR SIFk ulfe] SO

SHAREol Etlolehs AlYS - PCHP] FH7A/2=RD oA HMS& TEAYL
il

5. POOIOL} EEl sl

)

) (29 AR A9 st e, 31 9 o) ek 9 3 AN o
Sl he 7% RAE)0) ANSHE AS v Sieh Aol BRIk s & A
Ask JEAg5 TS Selolot ohlel, 3 Uol gz WE ofSo] FAG B 5 ghe
Bhgel71E B 7stelrhel 48, 2016). Al Bhel= Arle] Alel Fellol2 A= 2

79 ohiel 1=, A2 Bl A% Y38 AT B2 SIS ARY ¢ AKAUT
A81AT, 2019). FLAY 7+ SelololHE PRV, F B A2l 7t o] 2
Ak 73 gba Agehge] Selolold Wkl s, 7 wiche] e kAT w4
2ol PIIRIa A4 9 vh, ARlo] F ] B 1ol AL vhe, AN BHL T

2 vl vhg e k0] ARl 1yl wel o) Tz Al

O

l‘l
sl

At g2 EHolE skt ool FlellA e wjdle Ut RolFaL sk o A9k
oGA oelfetar o7l el Arht wigh sfelo]n] A olli= o]Zlo] of A Bel=A]
£ (D

10) =& ALk QEfdlle] QAR PCE AMEE = = 4. PO Az SIEl 72, S #%9] QIEl 7}
= 19943 M x5l HEE B CO]D} ol% QlelYl 7= AY 49 PCH Fejz g, o= B4 2y
QB AHI2 Al 24S B 3]%«] °]E1L“ FWlohs FHEEE AEARE ARETH(0]R1sk- gk, 2016).

11) ¢80l (PlayStation) 53 2& HIT] Q. Z&A191S 27 = 9= A4 371 20224 A4 (Sony) &) =
glo]2Hjo] 27} hgolla] A4 ‘?JUH&]“W SEAH oIS g4, 2016).
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ot o] ole Aol A A} FEstaL SHlolE ¢ A9 R glola.
(PUBG: WiE12he=(ol5} wi1)) & w7} 5 S8skA AlFEat BolA gd AR, 5
= oj=lA] Aol E2EY AN ol B A9 £AF sk Holfletl- okso] B
ACH opF e Aol 2rol Ak J Flal Al ¢al Ut U Heke Bas B
o[H £43] & HIgE SuY HES HofFal A% U dnfar o291 181y
E28] A7F 23 Al & sk B ofY] wieel], oFso] Bat A e
UCH F Ao 2olg. (Hofukg FEO| &(ol3) sEe] €))% A7t WA AR,
71 RS0l oFEE AS wHEo] 22 Aol Ak i), BHls] ¥ A gole. Al -
& A B A S g ofso] HA] ¥l Bol 7HA L. eyt B A sjof g
o}, HE A oA 2 viea 2 Ao Sl Alzto] Eate- W3 A7} o] 2olgk=
AZo] Soix] Z1xd7L, ] AlAo] 2ol (C-1)

"Bz & e o AnEA WEelQ, ¥ AR A WA a2Ee we. "9 00
UghcH " 5 o]gd Ao g &2} & iz o] i ¢k s, (o} 3w T2 7)
o] opz} lo7t” (D-2h

Q)9 Eelol) el 9l ol P AT B HASE Hol Ao
%) 2Pt EAs e Bl Felol S AL SMRCANT 5, 2019). olefd
SEPIR 5E oI55 7169 Sl el 7] R R B9 Ak
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A A 3 A gRdell =go] HAtiEA] 11 A ohr} olop]slol el (AR

"ol wofol = olok sRzd] 2 Wtk AL, el oW 18, "old % A
) F ol "olel Heke % A} she HOR ololsle. (Ftrtele. exlle
290 W=7} ¢ Gl 2Ajo] FGob] TR 19) HEE ok Hob ke WAE
. A |14 AP} 90018, 17 theel oh} @ M ofa T Ao st 3
o] 5 F9l0), 71l Fo] I w ol Jsh ool I o] shet she Ao o]
£ el Fol8” (O

FFE(YouTube) A9 5 (53] ZRA0NA glol) Aljlell e grnt s Heks
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