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Abstract

Comparative study of narrative structure about Korean and

Japanese sports hero documentary programs

This essay first analyzes the narrative structure of Korean and Japanese
documentary programs spotlighting two current female figure skaters Yuna Kim
and Mao Asada, respectively. It then discusses the meaning of such method-
ology and attempts to understand the implications in terms of sport media. For
this purpose, I have chosen to analyze four programs: a KBS Special, An
Extraordinary Skylark; a SBS program, “A Girl Who Enchanted the World”; a
NHK Sports World program, “Never Yielding to the Challenge”; and a Fuji TV
program, “‘Up Close with the World's Ice Queen: Her 365 Days” I conclude that
both Korean and Japanese documentaries construct the narrative around creating
a main character who gives it her all through which she becomes a hero. The
primary difference between the Korean and Japanese programs is that the
Korean documentary programs use the method of directly comparing the two
athletes——Yuna Kim with Mao Asada--as well as the conditions under which
these two trained, especially the disadvantages Yuna Kim had to overcome, in
order to show the ultimate superiority of Yuna Kim over her rival Mao Asada.
On the other hand, the Japanese documentaries do not refer to Asada’s rival but,
constructs the narrative by focusing on Mao Asada herself in order to demon-—
strate her superior qualities. Furthermore, the Japanese programs stress the
point that Asada’s progress was achieved through cooperation with her coaches
thereby emphasizing the value of “cooperation and harmony.” I conclude that
Korean and Japanese media employ differing narrative techniques in constructing
their sports heroes. If in Korean documentaries the narrative constructs a “hero
based on individual's ability,” then in the case of Japanese documentaries, a
hero’s victory is achieved when “cooperation and harmony within a collective

body is reached”
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