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A Study on Uses of ‘Diversity’ and “Selectivity’ in
Broadcasting-related Laws(1961 ~ 2008)

Jungsu Yim
Associate Professor, School of Communications & Media, Seoul Women’s University

The analysis of the frequency and meanings of ‘diversity’ and ‘selectivity’ that were ex-
pressed in the broadcasting-related laws from 1961 to 2008 attempted to see if diversity and se-
lectivity had actually different meanings in the laws and if political and technological changes af-
fect the adoption of the two concepts in the laws. The results showed that the uses of ‘diversity’
were more influenced by political changes than technological changes. On the other hand, the
uses of ‘selectivity’ were influenced by technological changes, such as interactive services(inter-
active data services and VOD) in the digital environment. While diversity had been the more fre-
quently used term in the broadcasting-related laws, selectivity had rarely been used. Whereas di-
versity in broadcasting-related laws is involved in the program providers’ obligations, selectivity
is more focused on the viewers’ behaviors in the process of choosing channels or programs. The
term ‘selectivity’ in the broadcasting-related laws was not adopted until the commercial in-
troduction of interactive media technologies such as data-on-demand services and vid-
eo-on-demand services. This study showed that the term ‘selectivity’ in the broadcasting-related
laws differentiates from diversity by encapsulating the interactive media environment beyond

simply the extension of the channel choices.

Key words : Diversity, Selectivity, Broadcasting Law, Interactivity, On-demand Services
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