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A Comparative Analysis of News Frame of Social Disputes
on the Selected TV News

: The 2009 Youngsan Accident through MBC, KBS, SBS News

Yang-June Im
Lecturer, Dept. of Mass Media & Political Management, Kyonggi University

Critical communication scholars believe that TV news reproduce a dominant sociological
ideology. They also say that TV news reflects not only realities but also constructs realities
through the selection and exclusion of news items. Based on these theocratical assumptions, this
paper examined the main characteristics of news frames on the Youngsan Accident in 2009. This
research selected 214 news clips from MBC News Desk, KBS 9 O’clock and SBS 8 O’clock
News aired from January 20 through February 10, 2009. The results were as follows: First, the
amount of episodic frames is much more than that of the thematic frames. Second, the ratio of
the major actors and interviewers for the government authorities, such as ruling Grand National
Party, district attorney and national police surpassed the protesters and the opposition parties.
Thus broadcast companies actively reported voices of authorities speaking for the government
rather than the protesters, the social weakers in Youngsan. At the same time, the news framed
the protesters and NGO which supported the social weakers as illegal and violent riot actors by
focusing in the eyes of the social elite groups, the government authorities. Finally, based on the
analysis, the news stories on the Youngsan were biased, because the dailies did not cover what
the protesters and civil organizations demanded through the redevelopment projects, but deliv-
ered the news justified the illegal acts quelled by police commando. Thus the research concluded
that the press did not play a major role for a social mediator between conflict parties, but rather

actively supported in favor of the governmental elite groups in a social conflicts.

Key words : News frame, Social disputes, Fair press, Social elites, Youngsan Accident.
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