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Abstract

Influence of Attitudes to the Object and
Appeal Type on the Persuasive Message
for Environmental Protection

Jeong, Gaeun*
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Media & Communication, Hanyang University

This study investigates how the interaction of prior attitudes to the environmental
issue and the rational/emotional appeal type influence on attitudes and behavioral
intentions responding to the campaigns to solve an environmental issue. Experiments
were conducted with 132 subjects and prior attitudes to the environmental issue were
measured at the differential time, around a day before the main experiment. The
experiment was designed with 2(prior attitude to the environmental issue: low/high)
x 2[message appeal: rational/emotional) factorial. The major findings are as follows.
Significant interactions between ad attitudes and environmental protection attitudes
were found. Participants’ campaign attitudes, environmental protection attitudes, and
a measure of conduct were high in emotional appeal messages. Those with a high level
of environmental pollution awareness were able to confirm that they responded more
positively to rational messages. The overall results suggest that it is necessary to
make a detailed strategy for the proper target in the campaign for an environmental

issue.

KEY W O R D S Attitude to Environmental issue ¢ Campaign for Environmental
Protection ¢ Rational Appeal ¢ Emotional Appeal ¢ Behavioral Intention

* jeongg@hanyang.ac.kr
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