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The Role of Justice Belief in Coping with Threats to
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ABSTRACT

The extant literature has proposed and found the compensatory role of high-status products and brands.
People tend to cope with threats to SES (socioeconomic status) by consuming products or brands that are
closely associated with the concepts of status. As such, they compensate for lowered status and restore
self-worth through consumption. This property of status consumption as self-affirmation has important
implications for the Korean society that has recently suffered from diverse societal problems such as
skyrocketing unemployment and income polarization and inequality. In this research, we investigate the
role of justice belief in coping with psychological threats to SES through status consumption. We
contend that the causal relationship between threats to SES and anxiety is moderated by justice belief
that status in society is based on merit, deservingness, and retribution. When their SES is threatened, we
hypothesize that people with strong (versus weak) justice belief feel higher level of anxiety, and,
accordingly, reply more on status consumption for its reparative effects on the self. To test this
hypothesis, we conducted an experiment in which psychological threats to SES were manipulated and
justice belief was measured on the BMI (belief in meritocracy ideology) scale. First, we confirmed the
relationship between threats to SES and two measures of status consumption (i.e., anticipated frequency
of luxury consumption and luxury brand logo size). More importantly, we found that this causality was
more pronounced for people with stronger, rather than weaker, justice belief. We discussed theoretical
and societal contributions of the present findings. We offered meaningful implications for the Korean
society in two aspects: (1) unintended consequences of over-emphasizing the concept of social justice

and (2) long-term effects of coping with threats to SES through status consumption.
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7|Alale] wEe] (Burberry, Giorgio Armani, Gucci
< Ad), Bz Ao~ (XMF{F7PY) (Prada, Louis
Vuitton, Gucci & A8]) ZHzel] digiA 71 A58t
T BA=S WUl AdEleh sisint. o 37kt o
Al B WP e g A=W (Guceci, Louis Vuitton,
), EIZ=(Burberry, Christian Dior,
), A% (Chanel, Gucci, Prada & A
o] el 7Y Aashe Has=s n2d i) o]
Tl R AAE Zzte] A Jhe|ae] HE 2ot
e AFAR AE 1HE BHoe § HoAlEo] dst
© A dete 2719 2nE T ¥EF sl
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5318 DR Rol] whizel A - Al ae) WE E

B 7-06% A AR F 2 AW S
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w7 HGR AAE A 2HE B ALSZAAIA A9
g 918 24 $ol S AT AP A (Lovibond
and Lovibond 1995)& F=atd 1070 &=(1744
o}, A¥leiiitt, s7h i, Al 4] BEs w3l 4
g}, AREn, 2xsit}, Zrkxvlelt), Zew
o}, g o7 sllof &x] Rt FATh o] AHEE
om, A= ¢ & AR YEitHa=.98).
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A, GMe] Ballso| tigh JYRIES #Ak7] 2l
97N Zrelare] Z4ztel] chell ARSI AIA A19fell theh 919
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970 ZHelazelel] tigh §5= Hatale] =M Adgnlie
o thet BAAEE o] A tHa=.81).
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2 @ BN AT P4e vase] o

ol weh {3k AlolE Btk
(F(1,308)=319.24, p=.000). = $13<e] F=r°] =2
A5-(M=4.64, SD=.46), & 74-+-(M=3.69, SD=
A7)l vls) HMe] Ba=e] Meme=rt w4 et
ot o=, Hek IF 91l ARSI AAA 2] 9ol tigh
93 AxE u]=Y (contrast coding)dt HEHS
(threat: high(+1]) vs. low(-1))& A&3staL, F<
g Alde A4y W4l BMI A4E )83 3|AE
S Attt 4 23, 913 (threat) o] 334
(B=.82, t=24.31, p=.00), 9 Ad(BMD<
FREIB=.24, t=9.16, p=.00), 13 o]5 T ¥
T 2] dasea3(B=.05, t=1.98, p=.0487)7}
sksith. B4 ’\J%Oﬂ e AP g9E 4
HE7] ffste] H Ade] ol e X EC|E
(spotlight) 45 A8t B4 23 94 4l

3 A7t 2424 Heg-1 -

= 1 o -

—

= O
25 7o

m

TH2HB=.75, t=15.47,
p=.0000), B (B=.82, t=24.31, p=.00), H
+1 - FFAAH(B=.89, t=18.65, p=.000¥ w =F

)

(Figure 1) Anticipated Frequency of Luxury Consumption as a Function of Perceived Threat to SES
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ogk ol & HATHE(1,308) =259.87, p=.000).

T

t=24.63, p=.00), FGA Alde FEI}(B=.31,
t=14.43, p=.00), 223 o|5 F W o] A5zt
487 B=.16, t=7.28, p=.00)7} 25F H<Jslct.
A Aldel w2 ge] ZE AT EY] 918l 4

Y A Gee] FE) e 919 $YE PHow ¥
gg dAsach, B4 A, Z9A Aol 2zt B

-1 - FFH2HB=.48, t=11.95, p=.00), H(B=
.68, t=24.63, p=.00), H+1 - FFH2HB=.89,
t=22.69, p=.00)4 W 2F A}578A4 f1Fe] 21
71l RlE 3k (+) ] Bew folssieon,

= A9 0] 2 AF(M=.64, SD=.93), %= B Alge] AEE O Aot AR e &
4-(M=-.62, SD=.31)el Ha]l /e HA= + stk
(Figure 2) Brand Logo Size as a Function of Perceived Threat to SES
W High Threat B Low Threat
ek ks ek ks ek ks
0.65 0.65 0.67
Average for Male: Female: Female: Female:
3 Categories Mufflers  Briefcases Handbags  T-Shirts Purse
Sample Size N Total Male Female
High Threat 152 85 67
Low Threat 158 88 70
** p<.001
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OHEale| AE
UM A ALRAIA A9l digh S HEd Al
Je] Bt A9 A &l A 23S A7
Eto] AHBh=AIE olur] & vizle 2d gz
A AT Figure
3). ololl 94 WA], BERMtE TEHUFR dfo] FAHE
A3} 3RS AAETE AR ARl &
QFgho] ARSZAA A 9]l gt 1ol whet ol At
o5 EYHF(1,308)=1,689.94, p=.00). & ¥
o] o] T A¢-(M=5.25, SD=.66), W& 4%
(M=2.93, SD=.25)°] Bls] #[z}d B =7
Byttt theo®, Bekhe TEUSR St A|9lel o
& 9T A AES ASHER 3 AN S A
Alsisiet. w4 A3, e Fa3HB=1.19, t=52.53,
p=.00), FE 2lde] F=83H(B=.16, t=9.00, p=
), 2L oE F g 7o) ARy B=.14,
t=8.12, p=.00)7} =F Fosiitt. A3/ Aol
2 93] B3 AnE] flste] A9 Alde]
o WE ~XEC|E XS A A3 HEAd 4l

(mediated moderation) #41<

Hol| 247} g¢-1 - FF7H2HB=1.00, t=30.71, p=
.00), B (B=1.19, t=52.53, p=.00), He+1 -
=1.37, t=43.06, p=.000¥ @ 2F ¢
Bokto] ol mE feleiglon
AP Aol 255 3o] Belge] v vt

2FMg Bdc HAuues

BE JeNes FEUFRE slo] mjzid
A a3 #A45 AABIEHTable 1 2. o] 4,
AR A A A 9ol thet 918 (threat: high(+1) v

low(-1)) & S3AFE, 34 A9 (BMIESF)
= ZANER, T2y AE eetE wipiseR A
ottt o] EA2 98l Hayes(2012)°l e 7
H REA~EF (bootstrapping) A2l PROCESS
(Model 8)& AH&sISIth. A|2He B A3 74414
Al 9fell gt A g Aldol =g Bille A
o rAe &= ¢ mivliske o= YebHTtH95%

=(.0301, .0650])). B:A=
AR ZH[E FEHTR Slo] T B4 AAEI e

™(Table 1 sleh), o] 5ol Az &bzl 94

(Figure 3) Mediated Moderation Model
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(Table 1) Mediational Role of Perceived Anxiety

DV: Anxiety DV: Luxury Consumption
Predictors B t p B t p
Intercept 4.09 181.00 .00 2.83 11.70 .00
Threat (X) 1.19 52.53 .00 11 1.51 13
BMI (W) .16 8.97 .00 .09 4.42 .00
X x W .14 8.12 .00 -.03 -1.37 A7
Anxiety (M) .32 5.50 .00
Regression Model F(3,306)=953.26, p=.00 F(4,305)=128.83, p=.00
R?=0.9033 R?=0.6282
DV: Anxiety DV: Logo Size
B t p B t p
Intercept -3.04 -13.30 .00
Threat (X) -.21 -2.97 .00
BMI (W) Same as Above 19 10.04 .00
X x W .05 2.65 .01
Anxiety (M) .75 13.48 .00
Regression Model F(4,305)=378.63, p=.00
R?=0.8324

I A A 5IE (F2F o) wizfska Slvke
A AS3IATHI5% CI=(.0788, .1364)).
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and Dawson 1992). E4F94 Alas 7i AlEE
S AT VIS YA el gt Aol F= o]
U (Kashdan and Breen 2007). Burroughs and
Rindfleisch(2002) &2F2|7} 9t¢], o], %
(stimulation), “35¢} 2-& AjelaFd(self-enhancement)
A 7ok SHA R dAAE] Sl v, SAEo]
U A2 22 Aolx4 (self-transcendence) A 7}
2] B 7kRely AR UE ARkt 22 AR 7R ek
A ow AAlEo] Stk At

3 2AF e fEs B a0k fARE ASA BEe
Aol HiL le2 B A7Eo] AE Srk(Fournier
and Richins 1991: Griffin 2010: Hammerslough
2001: Kasser 2002: Schwartz 2000: Wuthnow
1994). =47 afreo] J2eke A2 AB1E #AE
HlH (crowd-out) k= A= 2™ (Lane 2000), At
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FE5ohe A% Wl etk Kasser 2002). ¥HA W) o
g 7184 297 SEHA Kol ARES T E AR
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and Patrick 2008 Mead et al. 2011). 18 =
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sl sk AlElths g4 952 F o 44
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